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Common Spaces (~15,000 sq. ft.) are an essential part of community life and reflect the 
many ways we share and live together.  

Dining Room. Serves as a Community Dining Hall for 60, Concert Hall for 80, Community 
Meeting Space for 150 and a community movie theater.   
Café Coho. An auxiliary space for Happy Hour, coffee klatches, and game nights. The Café 
hosts Art Exhibits of community artists and friends. 
Community Kitchen.  Designed with professional cooking standards, including all dining 
ware for 60. 
Major Kitchen Storage.  A 100 square foot pantry for equipment, and party and event 
supplies.  
Media Room. This space boasts a big screen TV, video equipment and media storage, and 
soundproofing for musical instrument practices.  
Community Laundry. 3 industrial washers and dryers.   
Project Room.  Shelving and workspaces for kids and adults to paint, sew, play games or 
make-believe.  
Mail Room.  Lots of mail, commerce and conversation happen.  
Workshop.  Off the garage is the woodworking and repair space with lots of major and 
minor equipment and tools to share. 
Bike Storage.  Electric and road bike storage.  
Unit Storage Cages.  Each unit has a personal storage unit.    
Each floor has an area for socializing  
Sustainability Highlights.  Solar hot water system; full photovoltaic array on the roof; 
Electric Car-Charging stations. 

Common Building Systems:  

Elevator:   We have a maintenance contract with a competent vendor for our elevator. We 
have recently replaced the hydraulic fluid in the shaft with a higher quality hydraulic fluid 
upon our contractor’s advice. 
 
HVAC System: Awaiting information from the HVAC TF to update!!!!!  

The HVAC system for a large building is complex and has many components and many 
subsystems.  We have a competent vendor for our system and an HVAC task circle/task 
force which oversees the on-going preventive maintenance of our HVAC system.  Over the 
last 10 years, we have replaced most of our coils (and other components) with more 
reliable parts. These new HVAC parts have been satisfactory and reliable. In line with our 
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Reserve Study, we may replace more condensers and other components of the HVAC 
system, over the next 5-7 years.  We have allocated funds to replace any condenser unit 
needed and the Greenheck gas package rooftop unit in 2029, both on a ~15-year cycle. 
 
Fire Protection: a sprinkler system, a full building smoke detector system, an alarm 
system detailing any area where a security system has failed; fire extinguishers and fire 
blankets. 
 
Security Locks:  We have gated entry into the garage and garden; security devices 
(electronic fobs and garage openers), and a Security Task Circle that monitors security 
feature.  
 
Emergency Electricity: Our generator provides electricity to designated areas (hall lights, 
main refrigerator, our security systems, and the elevator) in case of emergency outages. 

A general commitment to keeping each other safe and cared for is a characteristic of 
cohousing, in general, and Durham Coho, in particular.  

 

 

 


